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thn Barbara and Em Heethar bough
their dream Federal at 45 Cedar Street over.’
looking the Blue F:sh Rivcr ina §93 estate

l YN

i [0 |the

‘basement filled ‘with dint,
plastered walls in disrepair,
16 layers of floor paint on
dts _original wide pine

floors, and no. scptic system. A back ell had.

long replaced the original keeping room as
the main kitchen, yet the appliances and rudi-
mentary design were far less effective than
even the home’'s original 1822

beelive stove.

None of this disheartened
the Heethers. They saw only a
sturdy  fieldstone foundation,
mtricate molding and  wain-
scoting, carved staircase spin-
dles, bullet glass, walls of
built-ins, Victorian bathroom
fixtures, wrap around porches,
and brick hearth fireplaces in
room after room.

What the couple envi-
sioned for the old ship cap-
tain’s house was a private par-
adise on 1.6 acres of rolling
lawns and manicured land-
scape. They planned for a
restored grape arbor, perennial
gardens, brick patios over-
looking the river, and a
restored carriage housc par-
tially converted into a pool
house for their new secluded
gunite pool.

In January of 1994, they
began the restoration process.
The goal was to return the
Federal to its former beauty
while blending today’s mod-

crn conveniences. Notling
should distract from the origi-
nal features chosen by Captain
| Jonathan Smith in 1822 when
he built the house for his wife,
Zilpah Drew, and their chil-
dren.

‘no lrisu[a on, a
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chase, the Heethers moved in,
but there was still more work
to be done. It quickly became
apparent that the back cll
kitchen (a later addition to the
original. Federal) was not sal-
vageable. The Heethers decid-
ed to gut this space.

They completed the addi-
tion in two phases. In 1994,
they designed and built the 24
x 22 foot kitchen, bathroom
and utility room. The kitchen
boasts beautiful wood floors
to match the main house and
an oversized hearth fireplace
along with state-of-the-art
appliances, skylights and oak
cabinets, They extended the
existing wrap-around porch
by salvaging an original rail-
ing found in the carriage
house, and replicated the
needed remaining railings and
decking so the addition’s exte-
rior would appear original to
the property.

In 2000, the couple added a

rear cathedral family room with
skylights, another oversized
hearth fireplace, built-in book-
cases, wet-bar and wine stor-
age. They moved the existing
attached garage, restored it and
re-attached the 3 car garage to
the new back addition,

The couple also insulated
the house, put in a new heat-
ing system and central air con-
ditioning, upgraded the elec-
tricity to two 200-amp panels,
removed 16 layers of grey

' floor paint from all the wide

pine floors upstairs, and con-
verted a small bedroom off the
master bedroom into a luxuri-
ous bathroom with pedestal

sink and Jacuzzi tub, They

restored all the existing bath-
rooms with high end Victorian
styled fixtures, and re-fur-
bished an existing claw tub for
the guest bathroom,

The home'’s basement s
one of the finest examples of

Five months aflcr thc pur-
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carly 1800s workmanship scen
in a local Federal. The walls

are made of thick layers of

ficldstone. There's a bulk head
with stairs made of massive
slabs of granite, and a center
arched brick chimney base. In
addition, while digging out the
dirt that covered the basement,
the Heethers were elated to
discover an claborate brick
floor covering the entire space.
The floor is reminiscent of
brickwork found today in
older sections of Boston.

The exposed massive tim-
ber construction, center chim-
ney, and walls of stone illus-
trate the quality building tech-
niques used two hundred
years ago. The Heethers have
left in place the original coal
bin and windowed root cellar
room.

Captain Smith built a solid
home that would withstand
any New England storm dur-
ing his absence at sea. He was
42 years old, married ten
years with four children -
Sidney, Sylvanus, Wealthea
and Zilpah (Jonathan Jr. was
bom_two years later) - whgn
the couple moved nto the
house on the hill looking over
the Blue Fish River. It was
their first home after renting
in Duxbury for ten years.

Smith had done well dur-
ing his career at sea. He was
able to pay his father-in-law,
Sylvanus Drew, a handsome
sum of $217.50 for the 4 1/3
acres of land, which gave his
father-in-law the right to use
the existing barn on the prop-
erly or move it at a later date.
The Jand extended from the
river past Cedar Street (which
did not exist at the time).

In 1843, atage 63, and 1wo
months after the marriage of
his daughter /llp ih o D
James Wilde, Captain Smith
died of consumption, e lefi
the large estate to his wile,
Zilpah and her new hushand
lived in the house with the |
widow Smith for many years |
untl Zilpah inherited  the
stately Federal. |

The house became known
as the Dr. Wilde House, noted
Dorothy Wentworth, former
town historian, Wilde, a grad-
uate of Harvard in 1832, held |
a practice in Duxbury for 43 |
years, and performed several
civic duties in town including
medical  examinations  for
Civil War recruits, medical
care at the Alinshouse, and he
served on the Board of Health,
School Committee and the
Board  of  Trustees  for
Partridge Academy.

The first known folding
hospital bed was made by Dr.
Wilde's father for his practice.
“It's now displayed in the
children's room of the King
Cacsar House,” said Patrick
Browne, Exccutive Director

of the Duxbury Rural &
Historical Society. .
Dr. Wilde and his wile

Zilpah_lived comfortably in

the spacious house, with ram-
bling lawns - a perfect spot
for their five children, George,
J. Lawrence, William B,
Catherine and Lucy B.

In 1888, the Wilde daugh-

| ters, both unmarried and ol

Boston, inherited the house.
Ten years later, the home was
the Alden School for girls, and
operated as both a :la) and
residential academy. “The
campus had tennis coutts, ¢ro-
quet Lruumls and fine shade
trees,’ wrole  Margery
MacMillan in Stopping Places
Along Duxbury Roads.

in the summer months,
principal, Helen Nevers, oper-
ated a boatding house. “She
had a good business sense 1o
utilize what the property
offered,” said  MacMillan,
“and her guests must have
enjoyed the changing rives
scene and the \ultl birds
attracted to the area.”




LJLL. all men at seq, Capta”  Smith wroie regularly ‘o his
wtfc lep.zh I)rew Smith. On July 16, 1819, while on board
the ship Plato and stationed at Chl.sapcuke Bay, he sent the
following message to his wif who was living in a rental
prop-.,rly on Washington Sln.cl

ge'// Ly deare JM} W5 05 admad' éoy
(ma’ mind fis morﬁﬂ-, arnd learn to: sqy Ly
/mq yersy and I shall give him something when:
S come lome. Tell Jmfrqy: that,ff he i a,good:
bay, Sshall try to b iy fien a dag. Silvars, S
Arﬁbe/ will arprove i talle and {wzybuv 65/5!‘& s
returyy, and I hope love me a little, Mtef'. -V.
shall try to b er Leirn something prelty.’

_Unfortunately, his son John died the tol]owmb yt.ar at the
age of five. Sidney was four ycars old and S:lv.mus was ngc.
two when Smith wrotce the letter. z .

The original hearth km:hen |sluday a formal dining room w;lh

refurbished glass china cabinets and paneled wainscoting.
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Location: 45 Cedar Street
Style: Federal Colonial -
Llwng Area._over 4,300 sq.
feet e '
Lot Size. 1.6'acres
Rooms: 12

Baths: 4 1/2

Bedroums.ﬁ B
Flrep[aces. 7

Special .Hlstarlc_ Features:
Intricate moldings, wainscot-
ing and built-ins; 5 original
- ﬂrEplaces'(p!us 2. new) and:
' beehive stove;

bncked basement floor; coa! j
“bin. and oot cellar; V:ctorianf
:c{aw tub nrfgmai doors, hard-
ql [

iathroom and a changmg area.

lth_ _gmai bead buard
Sale Price: $3,200,000
Pruperthaxes* 314, 352
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Hue Fish. Hlvar and is currentl

934 2 milHan

nday, the restured carnage house is partially used as'a pnul
louse in which two horse stalls were converted into a full

“'—*--——-—-—-———~————-___-___.,
!ocated at 45 Cedar Street, The Captain
omith House, a restored Federal on 1.6
- cores that was huilt in- 1822, overlooks the

contmued on page 2 J
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The second floor is graced by
this oversized built in bureau/
linen closet unit with original
hardware.

y selling for

Phofo by D, Karz. ¢




